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NINTH APOSTOLIC LETTER

The Holy Souls of Purgatory.

We, Peter Ill, Sovereign Pontiff, Vicar of Christ, Successor of Saint Peter, Servansefihsts of
God, Patriarch of Palmar de Troya, de Gloéria Ecclésiee, Herald of the Lord God of Hosts, Goc
Shepherd of souls, Aflame with the Zeal of Elias and Defender of the Rights of God and of the Churct

By means of this Apostolitetter We wish to ind into Palmarian faithful the desire to respond
faithfully to the absolute need to sholwe greaestcharity towards the Holy Souls of Purgatory.

Let us recall the Palmarian Catechism regarding Purgatory or the Suffering Church:

1. This is the state oémporal expiation of souls that need to be purified before going to Heaven.

2. Purgatory, then, is not a place, but a state of purgation commensurate with the degree
purification that each individual needs. The Holy Souls of Purgatory are scatterédheboumense
space of the Universe; but their freedom of movement is subject to divine permission.

Each Holy Soul is an individual kingdom of peace,
harmony and unspeakable purgative suffering, forming one
family together with the other souls in thattetaf expiation
by virtue of their enthronement in one another.

- Notwithstanding, no soul in Purgatory shares the sufferings
. of the rest.

3. To Purgatory go those who, at particular judgement,
have not been wholly purified of the temporal punishment
due totheir mortal or venial sins, whether forgiven in life or
atthatjudgement.

4. The pains suffered by the Holy Souls of Purgatory are
temporal and of three kinds:

: Essential pain of loss, which is to be deprived of the vision

| of God, the greatest sufferirg all.

3 Essential pain of sense, which is to suffer simultaneously
the fire and the cold of purification.

Accidental pain, which is to have other sufferings.

The fire and the cold are produced by the Soul of Christ in
each soul that needs purifying.

5. TheHoly Souls of Purgatory see the three forms of the
Universe from the seventh dimension, though not with the perfection and harmony of the Blessed
Heaven.

6. The Holy Souls of Purgatory love God intensely, suffer terribly and have full assurance o
afterwards going to Heaven.

7. Purgatory will end at the Second Coming of Christ.
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This is the doctrinén which we believe. Nonetheless, we often let ourselves forget these holy souls
who sufferso terribly and need our help. As a remedy, We shall set out dmme true stories on
Purgatory, as we knowdhexamples are easier to understandrmalea deeper impression thaolely
doctrine.

RnTake pity on me, take pity on me, at | east
That is the moving @reaty which the Suffering Church sends to her friends on earth. Let us reply with
generosity to that deepest anguish. Many depend on our prayers.

It is incomprehensible that some Catholics, including those who, in one way or another, ate devo
shamefuly disregard the souls of Purgatory.almostseens that they do not believe in Purgatory.
Certainly their idea®n it are very vague. Days and weeks and months lpasg@thout their giving
them ay help Seldom do they hear Mass for them, seldom do gnay for them, seldom do theyve
them a thoughtMeanwhile they enjoy full health and happinese busy at their workthey amuse
themselves, while the poor souls suffer unspeakable agonies in their couches of flames. What is
cause of this dreadfihsensibility? Ignorancegross, inexplicable ignorance.

People do not realize what Purgatory is. Thagnot conceive the frightful pains, nor haveyadea
of the long yearsor which souls are retained in those horrible flames. As a result, theytldoolit
nothing toavoid Purgatory themselves, and even worse, cruelly ignore the poor souls who are still the
and who depend entirely on them for help.

What is Purgatory? It is a prisamth purifying fire and cold, in which almost all saved souls are

- . ; immersed after death, and in which they suffer the severest pains.
This is what the greatest Doctors of the Church tell us regarding
Purgatory: so pitiful is their suffering that one minute of that
dreadful fie seems a century. Saint Thom&guinas, calledthe
prince of theologians, says that the fire of Purgatory is equal in
intensity to the fire of Hell, and that the slightest contact with it is
more horrifying than all possible sufferings on eartt8aint
Augustine, one of the great holy Doctors, teadhasin order to be
purified of their faultsandbefore being accepted into Heaven, after
. | death soulsare subjed to a fire and cold more penetrating and
.| more terrible than anyone can see, feel or conceive in this life. This
fire and this cold are desed to cleanse and purify the soul, and are
more acute than attying elsewe mightbear on earth. Saint Cyril of

. Al exandria does not doubt in s
4| suffer all possible torments on earttp to the last day, rather than

sped one single day i n Purgator)
fire, in comparison with the f

Other holy writers speak in identical terms of that dreadful fire.

The mortal and venial sins of those who are savedoéare

" 4 necessityforgiven in life or at particular judgement, but forgiveness

does not necessanentallthe complete remission of the temporal paie i those sinsFor those who
arrive attrue death without complete remission of temporal pain, the purifyinegof Purgatory purges
them in their condition of Holy Souls.

In Purgatory tkere are two kinds of pains: To be deprived of the beatific vision, or pain of loss; anc
the pain of sense, which consists in the fire and other torments more rigorous tharsaffehings of
this present life. The intensity and duration aisth pains are proportionate to the guilt of each soul.

To be separated from God, the ardent desire to possess God, whom they do not yet possess, i
pain of loss, and is incomparably theeatest torment of Purgatory. Why? Because Galdeigfinite
Good; and the privation of an infinite and necessary good produces a pain as great as God Himself. T
torment especially afflicts the souls who in their lives on earth had little desge tmsee God in
Paradise. The pains of Purgatory are not equal for all souls, but proportionate to the nature and nun
of the sins of each: however more guilty, so milnemoredo theysuffer.

The souls of the blessed fully enjoy the beatific visiothaut any veil; and the souls of Purgatory
have the beatific vision veiled as long as they remain in that place of expiation. In turn, the Lume
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Gloriee produces the purifying fire of Purgatory, which is of the same nature as that of Hell, whic
burns withait corsuming and purges the Holy Souls to prepare them for Eternal Blessedness, ar
which is extinguished in each of them at the end of their purification. Thisirenof Purgatory inhabits
simultaneouslyn all those souls, with different intensity, acc di ng t o each soul 6
And together with that fire, they are purified by a cold of the same nature as that of Hell, and which al.
dwells inthem.

In Hell and in Purgatory, neither the fire annuls the effects of the coldjaes thecold annul the
effects of the fire; and this fire and this cold are the pain of sense for the damned and for the Hc
Souls,andmean unimaginable suffering. But they also have the pain of loss, thiadliofj themselves
deprived of the vision of God: tke in Hellforever, and those in Purgatofgr a time And thisis the
pain that producethe greatet suffering. The inatedesire of happiness having been impressed by God
in each Angel anih each human being, there is amwavering will to reclaim thisight in them all.
Hence the pain of loss for the damned is the anguished and desperate desire to see God in order |
happy and, at the same time, the obstinate refusal to see Hohtbe hatred they bear Him and so as
not to humble themselves bykasg forgiveness for their sins. But for the souls in Purgatory, the pain of
loss is the vehement desire to see God and the inabildy soowing to the temporal pains not yet

expiated; yet these souls have no desire to abandon that state prio
~ to theircomplete purification.

Saint Catherine of Genoa explains that the divine presence is so
unimaginably pure and full of light, that a soul with the least
imperfection would rather plungeself into a thousand hells rather
t han appear t huWedamot Gdedstasd alpthat s
Purgatory means, which is willingly and thankfully accepted by the
soul conscious that suffering matters little compared to the
impediment of sin.

How come the pains of Purgatory are so severe? The fire we see
on earth was ad e by Godods goodness
wellbeing. Sometimes it is used as a torment, and is the most
terrible we can imagine.

’ The fire of Purgatory, on the
to chastise and purify us, and is therefore incomparably more
| severe.

Our fire, at most, burns until consuming our body, made of
matter; on the contrary, the fire of Purgatory acts on the soul,
s 4 . which is spirit and inexplicably more setnge to pain.

= However more intense the fire, the quicker is the victim

" . destroyedwho consequently ceases to suffer; in contrast, the fire
e e N .. of Purgatory inflicts the most acute and most violent pain, but
never kills the soul nor dulls its sensibility.

As severe as the fire of Purgatory is, more severe is the pain of separation frowh@bdhe soul
in Purgatory suffers as well, and is its greaéterment The soul separated from the body longs with all
the intensity of its spiritual nature to be with God. It is consumed by the intense desire to fly tmHim
is held back, and thesre no words to describe the anguish of that unsatisfied yearning

So, for an intelligent being such as man, what madness it is to leave out any precaution whatsoe
to avoid such a frightful destiny.

It does not help to say that it cannot be, that wengaunderstand, that it is better not to think or
speak of itWhether we believe it or nathe fact is thaall the pains of Purgatory are beyontatever
we can i magine or conceive. Those are Saint A

Can allthis be true? The existenad Purgatory is so certain that no Catholic should ever have the
slightestdoubt. It was taught by the Church from the remotest times and accepted without the least kil
of doubt, with great faith, when the Word of God was preachgdh® firm beliefin the existence of
Purgatory in the Old Testament, the Caudillo Judas Mackalrdered prayers and sacrifices to be
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made in suffrage for the souls ofhlieceased soldiers, so that God might take pity on them and soon
free those to be found in Purgatory rfraheir temporal paindt is a doctrine revealed in Sacred
Scripture and has been believsdmillions uponmillions of people of all times.

Even so, just as we have remar ked, osthisnbjepte o |
of such imporénce, that they are likkosewho close their eyes and walk purposely along the edge of a
cliff.

They would do well to recall that the best way of shortening our stay in Purdatorietter still,
avoiding it altogetheri is to have a clear idea of meditate well on what it means and adopt the
remedies which God offers wus to avoid it. No
prepare a terrifying, long and rigorous gatory.

The Polish prince. There was a Polish prince wilas exled for political reasons from his native
country and, having reached France, bought a beautiful castle. Unfortunatebd lbst the Faith of
his childhoodand was at the time busy writing a book against God and the existence of eternal lif¢
While ona walk one night in his garden, he encountered a woman weeping bitterly. He asked her t
reason for her griefi O p riisleceplied | am the wife of Jean Marie, yoateward who died two
days ago. He was a good husband and a devoted servamiirdExcellency His iliness was long and |
spent all our savings on doctors, and now | have no monefy fo@r Masses for hi.
touched by the womands sorrow, spoke some wor
gave her somgold coins to offer a Mass for her deceased husband

Some time later, also at night, the prince was in his study working feverishly on his book. He hearc
loud knockingat the door, and without raising his eyes from his writings, invited whoever ittavas
enter. The door opened and a man entered and stood facing his desk. On raising his eyes, what wa:
princeds surprise t o stewardwhd eas gazihdat himewith answeet smiile.c ¢
A P r i7 hecsaid | havecome to thank you fohe Masses which, by your help, my wife was able to
have said for my soul. Thanks to the Saving Blood of Christ, offered for me, | now go to Heaven, bi
God has all owed me to come here and thank yo

w i Pr itheceeis a God, a future life, a Heaven and a
H e | This &aid,he disappeared. The prince fell to his
~  knees and recited a fervent @le(fil believe in God the
\ Father Al mighty. .. o0)

Saint Antonine and his friend. What follows is a
narrative no less instruge. Saint Antonine, the
» llustrious Archbishop of Florence, relates that a pious
gentleman friend of his had died. Several Masses were
offered in suffrage for his soul. The Saint was deeply
troubled when a long time later, the soul of the deceased
appeard t o hi m, greatly siuffe
1 exclaimed the Archbishop are you still in Purgatory,

| you, who lived such a pious and devout lddhe poor
sufferer answered: AnSo it
long time, for in my earthly life lwas negligent in
offering suffrags for the souls of Purgatorgsod inHis
just judgement now applies the suffrages which should
have been applied to me in favour of those for whom |
should have prayed. God, in His justice, will give me the
merits of all ny good works when | enter Heaven; but
beforehangd| must expiate my grave negligence in not
remembering others. o Sure
Lor d: AWith the rule you
measured. 0 Remember, you w
terrible fate of this pious gentleman will be that of those who neglect to pray for and refuse to help tr
Holy Souls.

How longdo souls stay in Purgatory? The length of time that souls spend in Purgatory depends o
the number of their faults; the malice ageliberation with which they were committed; the penance
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done or not, and the satisfaction given or not, for sins committed during life; it also depends on tl
suffrages offered for them after their death#at can be said with certainty is that, as aegal rule,
souls spend far longer in Purgatory than what people can imagine.

We give some extracts from books whitdrratethe lives and revelations of the Saints.

Saint Louis Beltrad s f wa$ dn exemplary Christian, as is natural to suppose, bedrfgther of
such a great saint. At one time he sought to become a Carthusian monk, until God made him see
such was not His will. When he died, following long yeaifrgractising every Christian virtue, his son,
aware of the rigour of Divine Justiceffered some Masses and raised up the most fervent supplications
for the soul of one whom he loved so dearly. A vision of his father in Purgatory obliged him to multiply
his suffrages a hundredfold. He added the most severe penances and long fastsassés aid
prayers. Eightongyears were yet to pass before obtaining the release of his father.

Saint Malachias had a sister in Purgatory; he redoubled his efforts but, despite the Masses, pra)
and heroic mortifications offered by the saint, she spew¢ral years there.

Mortifications detach us from sensual deliglgad in this lifeallow us b give satisfactionfor the
painsdue toour sins.We know that althougkhe guilt of whoever has offended God grievoustay
have been forgivennonetheless & obligation of satisfying the temporal pain still remains, and
whoever has not complied with this duty in the present life, haatisfyit entirely in the otherby way
of Purgatory. But there the pains will be greatgrfar, incomparablyso. Those wio have not done
penance for thelr sins will suffer the greatest torments in the other world.

) S The sufferings and trials of this life are destined to detach
us from the false goods of the earth; to make us more like
Jesus and Mary; and to make us expiatesms in this world,
where debts owed to divine justice are paid in a way far less
painful than in Purgatory.

Let us always remember the eternal pains of Hell which
our sins deserve and the terrible pains of Purgatory, destined
to expiatethe temporal pai due toforgivensins. The pains of
the present life are really small fry in comparison with the
expiations in the future life.

\ It is told of a holy nun in Pamplona that she succeeded in
¥ freeing severaCarmelite nuns from Purgatory who had been

there for30 to 40 years. Carmelite nuns in Purgatory for forty

years! What will be the destiny of those who live immersed in
the temptations of the world, with their hundreds of

weaknesses?

N Saint Vincent Ferrer, foll c
with incredible fervour for her soul and offered several
Masses to free her. She appeared to the Saint at the end of he
Purgatory, and told him that had it not been for his powerful
intercession before God, she would have spent an unending

time there.

In the Dominican @ler, it was the general rule to pray for
superiors on the anniversary of their deaths. Some of them had died several centuries previously,
were besides eminent for their piety and wisdom. Nonethdles<hurch considered it necessary and
prudent tgoray for them.

By this we do not wish to give the impression that all souls are kept in the expiatory fires for th
samelength oftime. Some committedlight faults and did penance in life. Hence their chastisement
will be far less severe.

The examplesgiven here are very opportune to make the following reflection: if those souls who
enjoyedseeing, following and dealing with great saints, and had their intercession, were retained
long in Purgatorycould the same natery probablyhappen to ua

The vererable expiatoBoniface VIl has suffered for more than a thousand years, as from the yea
987, as his life was morally deplorable, but was converted at particular judgement in clinicabygleath
virtue of the discourse of the Divine Mary, and is in Pugatwhich he will leave at the Return of
Christ to earth to establish His Messianic Kingdom of peace.

The venerable expiator King Solomon was saved by the great Temple he raised up to God. It was
clinical death, during particular judgement, that Solorfelt true repentance for all the countless sins

5




he had committed during his life; so that in those moments of particular judgement, hehdlgs
ready to undo all the evil he had done and to abe&l that he had disobeyed, if eere toreturn to
nomal life. He did sufficient to save himself from eternal damnation; but notthgtbufficient love to

free himself from the pains of Purgatory, or at least mitigate their duration and intensity. As Soloma
sincerely repented at clinical death, he wasfte f r om et er nal damnati on
the prayers and penanacaféeredup for his conversion, by the magnificent Temple he raigetb God

in Jerusalem, and also by his virtuous conduct during the first ten years of his reign, wherhbls/was
and wise. King Solomon, by divine and inalterable decree rentlainin Purgatory until the Return of
Christ to earth to establish His Messianic Kingdom. By our prayers, weoreiderablymitigate the

i ntensity of Sol otonperedsince,@Mfearsdagmg i n Pur ga

Why such a prolonged expiatioihe reasons are nbardto understand. The malice of sin is very
great. What appearstoasa s mal |l fault, in reality is a se
It suffices to see houwhe saints repented of their faults. Our tendency is to be weak, true enough, bt
God generously offers us abundant graces to strengthen us; He gives us light to see the gravity of
faults and the strength necessaoy to fall in temptation. If everoswe fall, the fault is all our own. We
do not use the light and the strength God generously offers us, we do not pray or receive the Sacram
as we ought.

If there are souls damned in Hell for
all eternity for one mortal sin, we
should not be surpriséfiat other souls
should be retained a lengthy time in
Purgatory. There are some who have
deliberately committed countless venial
sins, some of whichmay be so grave
that at the moment of committing
them, the sinnercould scarcely tell
ENSS—\ U i ) P A8l whether they were ortal or venial, or
e et = 1N e e H| have committed mortal sins for which
o they showed little repentance and did
little or no penance. Theuilt has been remitted by the absolution, but the pain due to those sins will
have to be paid in Purgatory. Our Lord teaches us théteday of judgement we shall have to render
an account for each idle word we say and that we will not leave that prison until we have paid the whc
debt.

Regarding venial sins. It would be difficult to calculate the immense number of venial sins we
commit. There is an infinite number of faults of love, selfishness, thought, word, acts of sensuality, i
hundreds of variations; lack of charity in thought, word, deed and omission. Laziness, vanity, jealous
lukewarmness and other innumerable faults. Tlaeeesins of omissiofor which we do not pay. We
love God so little, and He claims our love hundreds of timesr. We treat Him coldly and
indifferently and even thanklessly.

Christ died for each one of us. Have we thanked Him as we ought? He staysldaigld in the
Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar awaiting our visits, anxious to help us. How often do we go
Him? He longs to come to us in Holy Commian and we reject Him. He offers Himself for usch
day on the Altar at Mass and gives oceansrates to those who attend the Holy Sacrifice. And some
aresceasyg oi ng t h aattend How graces@ne ihhrown away!

Our hearts are hard and full of self love. We have happy homes, splendid food, clothing and
abundance of everything. Many of cwighboursexperiencédhunger and wanand we give thernittle,
while squandeng and spenithg needlesslyon ourselves. Life was given us to serve God and to save
our souls. Yet many Christians are happy to pray for five minutes in the morning andrigktaf he
remaindeiof the twentyfour hours theyedicateo work, rest and pleasure. Ten minutes to God, to our
immortal souls, to the great work of our salvation; twethtge hours and fifty minutes to this passing
life! Is that fair to God? Our workour rest anafflictions shouldall be for God! That is how it should
be, and our merits would of course be great. The fact isahatesentfew think of God during the
day. The great object of their thoughts is themselvesy Thiek, work and resto satisfy themselves.
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God occupies a tiny portion of their day and their minds. it showdisdain for His evet.oving
Heart, which is always thinking of us.

Regarding mortal sins. Sadly, many Christians commit mortal sins during their lives, ungi they
confess them, as we have said, they do not make satisfaction for them. Saint Bede the Venerable op
that those who spend a great part of their lives committing grave aidsconfess them on their
deathbed can be retained in Purgatory uritile day of the Last Judgement. Saint Gertrude in her
revelations says that those who have committady grave sins and have not done penance receive no
suffrage from the Church for a considerable time. All such sins, mortal and venial, accumulate durir
the 20, 30, 40, 60 years of our lives. Each anery onemust be expiated after death. Is it surprising
then that some souls have to stay in Purgatory for so long?

Why andfor whatdo we pray for the Holy Souls of Purgatory? The great commandment of Our
Lord Jesus Christ is that we love each other genuinely and sincerely. The first great commandment i
love God above all things and our neighbour as ourselves. It is not a counsel or a desire of t
AImlghty It is His great commandment, the basis anéress of His Law. Such is the truth enclosed
v : : 3 therein, that He takes as a donation all that we do for our
| neighbour, and as a rebuff atever we refuseur neighbour.

Some Catholics seem to think that the Law of God has fallen
into disuse, for in these dajtsis egoismandself-love thatreign,
and no one thinks of God or of neighbour, but of-belterment.
nlt i's useless to keéce¢hpy mdmecdys L
sayl everyone hastolooto t hemsel ves, or t
no such thing! The ba of God is grandiose and will always have
the force of law. Hence it is more necessary than ever, and it is our
duty to keep it, and besides, it is for our grebtavefit

We are morally bound to pray for the Holy Souls. We are
always bound to love andgy for each other, buhe greater our
neighboud seed the greater and more pressing is our duty. It is
not a favour wemay or may notlo; it is our duty we are bound to
help one another. It would be a monstrous crime, for example, to
refusea dispossesedmanthe food he needs to stay alivewould
be dreadful to refuse help to someone in great need, or not to lend &
hand to someondrowning and pass him by. Not only should we
help when it is easy and convenient, lwg shouldmake any sacrifice t@uccour our brother in
difficulties.

Well now, who can be in greater need of charity than the souls of Purgatory? What hunger or thit
or suffering on this earth can be compared to timaistdreadful sufferings? Neither the poor, nor the
sick, nor the siflerers we see around us need such urgent succour. We still finehgaaed people
who take an interest in the sufferers of this life, but we scarcely find anyone who labours for the sot
of Purgatory! And who can need us more? Besidasong thenmay be our mothers, our fathersyr
friends andbur dearones

God wills us tohelp them. They are our dearest friends. God wills to help them; He wants to hav
them close to Him in Heaven. They will neagainoffend Him, and are destined to be with Him for
al | Eternity. It is true, Gododés justice demar
Providence, He places the possil@htof helping them in our hands, He gives us the power of relieving
them and even of freeing them. It pleases Godhensely that we help them. He is as thankful as
though we were helping Him.

The Most Holy Virgin Marylikewise wants us to help them. Never has any mother on this earth
loved her deceased children so tenderly, never does anyone console as Mary seeksl¢éoHer
suffering children in Purgatory, and have them with Her in Heaven. We make Her rejoice every tim
we free a soul from Purgatory. Let us recall several of the pictures in this Apostolicdbetarg that
the great benefactress of the Holy Soaf Purgatory is the Virgin Queen of Carmel, Our Crowned
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Mother of Palmar, and that it corresponds to us Her children to collaborate with our Most Holy Mothe
in this work of charity.

However, what can we say of the sentiments of the Holy Souls? It weyldactically impossible to
describe their unlimited gratitude towards those who help them! Full of immense desire to repay tl
favours done for them, they intercede for their benefactors with such great fervour, such intensity, su
constancy, that Godaa deny them nothing. They repay us a thousand for one. Saint Catherine ¢
Bol ogna says: Al have received many great f a
Holy Soul s. o

When they are finally freed from their pains and rejoice in the heatiof Heaven, far from
forgetting their friends on earth, their gratitude knows no limits. Prostrate before the Throne of Gox
they do not cease to pray for those who helped them. By their prayers they protect their friends from 1
ploys of the devil an@therdangers They do not cease to pray until they see their benefactors safe in
Heaven, and will forever be their dearest, most sincere and best friends. If Catholics only knew wr
powerful protectors they obtain just by helping the Holy Souls, thaydvaot be so remiss in praying
for them!

The Holy Souls of Purgatory can reduce our Purgatory. Another great grace that we obtain |
praying for them is a short and easy Purgatory, or its complete remission. Saint John Macis
Dominicanfriar, had a wondrful devotion to the souls of Purgatory.

By his prayers, chiefly by reciting the Holy Rosary, he obtained the
release of one million four hundred thousand souls! In recompense
he received himself the most abundant and extraordinary graces.
Those souls caento console him on his deathbed, and accompanied
him up to Heaven. This fact is so certain that it was inserted by the
Church into the bull which decreed his canonization. Cardinal
Baronusrecalled a similar event when he wvasnmonedo attend a
dying man. Suddenly an army of blessed spirits appearednd the
deathbed, consoled the moribund and dissipated the devils who were
groaning in a desperate attempthiong abouthis ruin. When the
Cardinal asked them who they were, they replied that they eiginé
thousand souls vwdm the man had freed from Purgatory thanks to
his prayers and good work3hey were sent by God, as they
explained, to take him to Heaven without passing a single moment in
‘ Purgatory.
' The diabolical spirit has reserved a dangerous auabtle
% ¥ t-ﬁ'”d‘l&)’ \ temptation for our last moments. Saint Gertrude was fiercely tempted
f \ 2 Vi g ’ by the devilwhen about to die. Athefiend was unable to find a ruse
FY\ w sufficiently cleverfor this saint, he thought of troubling her beatific
) u peaceby suggesting that she woulsbend a very long time in
Purgatory given that she had wasted her own indulgences and
suffrages in favour of other souls. But Our Lord, not content with semti;ygngels and the thousands
of souls she had freed, went in Person to drive Satan away aridrtélis dear saint. He told Saint
Gertrude that in exchange for what she had done for the Holy Souls, He would take her directly
Heaven and multiply all her merits hundreds of tiroesr.

Saint Henry Suso, from the Dominican Order, made a pact withaririar of the Order by which,
when the first did, the survivor would offer two Masses each week for his soul, and also other prayer:
It happened that his companion died first, and Saint Henry immediaglgnto offer the promised
Masses. He contired saying them for a longhile. Finally, quite sure that his friendhaving died a
holy death had reached Heavehe ceased to offer the Masses. But great wasdiasaywhen the
deceasd friar appeared before him suffering intensely amdnonstrating d him for not having
celebrated the promised Masses. Saint Henry, greatly repentant, answered that hecbatinoed
with the Masses believing that his friend was surely enjoying the beatific vision, but added that t
always remembered him in hisprayer A O br ot her Henry, pl ease ¢
Precious Blood of Jesus that | .ifbesSaint hegam tomffer t |
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them again, and with redoubled fervour offered Masses and prayers for his friend uniishe
absolutelysureof his liberation. It was then his turn to receive graces and blessings of alfrkinusis
dear freed brother, many times over thosenight have expected.

How can we help the Holy Souls of Purgatory? The first means for helgrdadly Soulss to offer
up Holy Masses for them. This is certainly the most efficacious means to free them. It is well to he:
all possible Masses for their intention. The fruits of Mass benefit the Holy Souls of Purgatory by th
complete or partial reresion of their temporal pains, tirey areat least comfortetly a greater hope of
their prompt liberation. In the Offertory dhe Mass, at the same time as he makes the oblation, the
Priest prays expressly for himself, for all the faithful living andadegg and for the conversion of
sinners throughout the universe, a prayer which is presented before the Father by Christ and Mary.
recital of the Holy Penitential Rosary (with its many indulgences), of the Way of the Cross, of the Hol
Trisagion and bthe Holy Josephine Rosary, are excellent ways to help souls. Saint John Macias, as \
saw, freed more than a million souls from Purgatohyefly by praying the Holy Rosargnd offemng
up his own indulgences for them. Let us remember the promises dsetiwho recite the Holy
Penitential Rosary with true devotiom:To t hose who die and go to F
the following day. To all those who recite this Rosary, | promise to hasten the departure of their clo
relatives from Purgatory.

Temporal pain can be pardoned by virtue of indulgences. Indulgence is the remission which Chur
authority grants to the living by way of absolution and to the departed by way of suffraayefroak
the treasury of the Church. Both a plenary indulgeaxevell as a partial indulgence can be applied to
the Holy Souls of Purgatory.

Another easy and effective way to help is by the constant recital
of short indulgenced prayers and applying the indulgences in favour
of the souls of Purgatory, or have the ihalb often repeating every
day short I nvocations, such a ¢
departed, through the mercy of
the most consoling devotions because they bring oceans of graces t
whoever practises them and/giimmense relief to the Holy Souls.
Likewise, alms helphe holy souls of Purgatory.

The prayers and Holy Masses of Palmarians are of great use to
the souls of Purgatory, as the Lord often said in the times of the
Apparitions:i | , your Sa veryplaased with $his Blgly a
Mass which has been offered with recollection, unction and
authentic devotion, both by the Priest and on your part. At these
moments, this Mass of today has drawn hundreds of souls out of
Purgatory; and all the souls who havetjdsft will be your
intercessors par excellence. So then, when you have some problem
remember the souls of Purgatory you have drawn out today... Every
time that there has been a large concentration of people here praying
and doing penance, many sinnerséhdeen converted, many souls
have been saved and many have | ef't Purgator
Purgatory on these two Saturdays during the Nocturnal Adoration youblgdveh n t hi s Sac
| thank you for having come to th&acred Place contemplating My Passion, by which you have drawn
many souls out of Purgatory, and many sinmetee worldh ave been converted. O

Regarding the return made by the Holy Sdalthose who help them. Though the Holy Souls cannot
gain merits nw for themselves, they can obtain great graces for us. They can obtain the most amazi
favours for us and free us from the devil, sickness and dangers of all kinds. It is quite certain, as v
have alreadysaid, that they pay us back a thousand times dgereverything we do for them. The
following occurrences are sufficient to shidvatthese souls are powerful and generous friends of ours.



How a girl found her mother. In France, a poor maidservant, a girl called Jeanne Marie, once hear
sermon on theédoly Souls, which made an indelible impression on her mind. Deeply moved by the
thought of the intensand unceasing suffering these souwisdergg she was horrifiect seeing how
they were cruelly forgotten angut to oneside by their friends on earth.nather thing that deeply
impressed her was to hear that there are many souls who are so close to their liberation that a sil
Mass would be sufficient for them; but dreld backfor a long time, even years, just because this last
and necessary suffragess forgotten or refusedVith a simple faith, Jeanne Marie resolved tlcast
what it might, she would offer a Mass for the Holy Souls once a month, especially for those closest
Heaven. She forced herself a little, sometimes with difficulty, but nieved to keep her promise. On
one occasion she went to Paris with her mistimgsfell ill, and found herself obliged to go into
hospital. Unfortunately, the illness turned out to need a long treatment and her mistress had to ret
home, hoping that he maidservant would soon join her.
When in the end the poanaidservant was able to leave
hospital, she had spent all her savings there, so that she hac
only one frandeft in her hand. Whawas she talo?Where to
| go? Suddenly a thought crossed her mislie remembered

that she had not offered any Mass that month for the Holy
| Souls. But she hadnly one franc! It was scarcely enough for
. a meal. As she trusted in the help of the souls in Purgatory,
she went to a Church and asked to speak with a Priesatso th
he might offer one Mass in suffrage for the souls of
Purgatory. The Priest accepted, not imagining that the modest
sumthe girl had offered waall the money she hadl'he Holy
Sacrifice ended our heroine leftthe Church. A trace of
sadness clouded heountenance, and she feltite at a loss
A young gentleman, touched by her evident affliction, asked
her if she had some problem antietherhe could help. She
briefly told him her stoy, and endedy sayingthatshedearly
wanted to work. In some way slielt cheeredby the way the
youth was listening to her, and she recovered her confidence.
Anlt would be a iphksaadknowealady h
. who at this moment is looking for a maidservant. Come with
me. 0 And this sai denotfeawayandd e

RS P! asked her to ring the bell, assuring her that she would find
Work The Iady of the house herself opened the door and asked Jeanne Marie what she wani
i Ma d, &she saidi | wastold thatyou were looking for a maidservant. | havewark and would be
happy to have t hpuzzikdasitd. ¢ eph e eldadyi Whms coul d h
maid?Barely two minutes ago | just dismissed the one | had, did you perhaps up withh e ri? o
i No, mtnhel peraon who informed me h a t y ou needed a mai d W
Al mp o sisexclaimes the lady no young man, in fact, no one could h&®mwnthat | needed a
mai din But naadahe girl, pomtlng to a pictureonthewiai hat i s t he ‘man
ANany <chi | d, he is my only son, ifiwbead.iietht gino w
assured he was the one who brought me here, and even guided me to the door. See the scar on
forehead. | would recognize him anywher8he then told her the wle stoy, of her last franc, and
how sheused tooffer Masses for the Holy Souls, especially for those closest to Heaven. Finally
convinced of the truth of Jeanne Marieds acco
as my servantatheras my dear daughter. You have sent my beloved son to Heaven. | have no dou
that It was he who brought you to me. o0

How a poor boy became a Bishop, Cardinal and Saint. Saint Peter Damian lost his father and |
mother shortly after birth. One of his brotheadopted him, but treated him harshly, forcing him to
work very hard, feeding him badly and giving him little clothing. One 8ant Petefound a silver
coin, which meant a small fortune him. A friend counselled him to spend it on himself, for thwmer
was unable tde found. For Peter it was difficult to decide how to spend it, as he had all kinds of need:
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But changing hisnind, he decided that the basing he could do would be to ask for a Mass for the
souls of Purgatory, especially the soul$is dear parents. At the cost of a great sacrifice he turned his
thoughs into deed and the Masses were offered. The souls of Purgatepgid his sacrifice
generously. From that day on he observed a great change in his fortunes: his eldecditedtem to

the home where he lived and, horrified at theérédatment he was receiving, took him in to live with
himself. He treated him as his own son, educated him and cared for him with the purest affectic
Bl essing upon bl e s sntsncgme toRight, and Ite soonwarrived atrthie Rriesthooal;
some time later he was raised to thegnity of Bishop, and finallyto that of Cardinal. Besides, many
miracles bear witness to his sanctity, so much so that after his death he was canonizetheetl dec
Doctor of the Church. These wonderful graces came to him after a Mass offered up for the Holy Souls

An adventure in the Apennindountains A group of Priests were summoned to Rome to deal with
an important matter. They bore important documesmsl a large sum of money for the Holy Father
was entrustedto them. Aware of the fact that the Apennines, which they had to cross, were infeste
with bandits, they chose a trustworthy guide. At that time there were no tumrigdse for crossing
the mountans. They commended themselves to the protection of the Holy Souls gatBy and
decidedtorecitt he psal m fiDe prof Yndi s orytf You, bard...jouthemo f
every hour. When they reached the heart of the mountainsnéhkading the waygave the alarm and
at the same time spurred on the horses to full gallop. Looking around, the Priests saw bands of stror
armed desperados aiming at them on either side dfabk They had fallen into an ambuahd were
at the mercy of iminals. After an hour of apprehensive advance, the guide stoppeédooking at the
Priests said: A | cannot .unTllesd apdopmloav ryewe re
Fathers were convinced that they owed their safety to the Holy Seugaslater confirmed by an
event which dissipated all doubt. When thed concluded their mission in Rome, one of them was
assignedto the Eternal City, as a prison chaplain. Not long afterwards, one of the most ferociou
bandits in Italy was captured é&aircondemned to death for a whole series of murders, and awaited
execution in his cell. Anxious to gain his confidence, the chaplain recounted his adventures, amo
them that of the Apennines. The criminal showed great interest in the story. When therféieelshis
account , the mur der er e atgahgh\Wewerk surerthiat yowesescarryitge |
money and we had decided to kill you and rob you. But an invisible force prevented us fronwiring
wanted to, but c o entdd theerimina hoW they hatl ltaanménded thentsdives to
the protection of the souls of Purgatory, and that they attributed their safety to their protection. Ti
bandit had no difficulty in believing this. In reality, it made his conversion much e&gedied
repentant.

How Saint Pius IX was cured of his bad memory. The Pontiff Saint
Pius IXappointeda holy and prudent religious called Thomas as Bishop
of a Diocese. The Priest, alarmed at the responsibility conferred upon
him, began to excuse himsekiraestly. His protests were in vain. The
Holy Father was aware of his merits. Overwhelmed by fear, the humble
friar requested an audience with the Holy Father and confesatelaeth
had a bad memory, which would be a grawpediment for the high

officecoomended to hi m. Pius | X repl:@
| is very small in comparison with the Universal Church, which | bear on
W my shoulders. Your cares are light in comparison with mine;i anel
addedi | also had a bad memory, but | promised to ségneent prayer
every day for the Holy Souls, who in return have obtained an excellent
memory for me. You should do the same, dear Father, and you will
have something to rejoice at.o

The more we give, the more we receive. A Boston businessman
e : joined the assciation of the Holy Souls and gave a large sum of money
each year for Masses and prayers in their favour. The director of the association was surprised at
gentl emandés generosity, as he knew that ihte wa
alms he gave so generously were all his or whether they were collections he made from others. The r
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replied: AEverything | gotbealarnjed.d am not richyand gou thinkol f
give more than | have. It is not so; far froosing by my charity, the Holy Souls help me to gain
considerably more than | give; no one surpasses them in genérosity.

The Cologne printer. William Fyssen, owner of a printing press in Cologne, gave testinmiye
way his son and wife recovered héathanks to th&ouls of Purgatory. One day nas givenan order
to print a booklet on Purgatory. While carrying out the tasks of textual correction, his attention wa
drawn by the occurrences narrated in the book. For the first time he learnt of thersvaich the
Holy Souls can perform for their friends. At that time his son fell grievously ill, and his condition soon
became desperate. Remembering what he had read about the power of the Holy Souls, Freyssen r
the solemn promise to print a thousambklets at his own expense in his gngtshop. He wento
church and, once inside, made the solemn promise. At that moment a feeling of peace and confide
flooded his soulOn his return home, his son, whad beerunableevento swallow a drop of wat,
asked for something to eafhe next day he was out of danger, and was soon completely cured.
Freyssen then ordered the btei& on Purgatory to be distributed, knowing that the best way to obtain
help for the suffering souls was to interest many anthNo one who knows of the sufferingthese
poor souls denies them a prayer. Time passel a new sorrovafflicted the printer. This time his
beloved wife fell ill and despite every care went from bad to woSlee lost the use of reason and
became ahost completely paralysed, so that the doctors gave her little Hépe.husband,
remembering everything that the souls of Purgatory had done for his little son, again rushed to Chut
and solemnly promised, as he had before, to print two hundredel®ok Purgatory, as a beginning,
as an urgent help for the Holy Souls. Impossiblectate Hi s wifeds ment al p
began to move her tongue and limbs. In a short time she was completely healthy.

Cure of cancerJoaina de Menezes will telis of her cure. She was suffering from a cancer in the
leg and plunged into deep pain. Remembering what she had heard of the power of the Souls
Purgatory, she resolved to place all her confidence in them and offer Holy Masses for them. S
promised to pblish her cure in the newspaper, if tuored. The tumour and the cancer gradually
disappeared.

Escape from a holdp. Father Luis Manaci, a zealous
missionary, had great devotion to the souls of Purgatory. He
once happened to be making a dangerousgyy but with
great confidence asked the Holy Souls to protect him from
the dangers he asto encounter. His route bordered a desert
area, known to be infested with dangerous gangs of
criminals. While he was praying the Holy Rosary for the
souls of the dearted, what was his surprise to find himself
surrounded by a guard of blessed spirits. He soon discovered
the reason. He had passed through an ambush, but the Holy
Souls had surrounded him artddden him from sight
making him invisible to the wretels who were seeking his
life. They accompanied him until he was safe and out of

danger.
Return to life. The Prior of Cirfontaines recounts his story
for us: AA youth of my pari s

parents, overcomiey grief, asked me to commendhhto the
prayers of the members of the Holy Souls Association. It was
a Saturday. The boy weat d e a tdbod Fhe doctors had
tried every recourse, every remedy. All in vain. They could
find no way to improve his condition. | was the only one who
had any hope. | knew the power of the Holy Souls of
Purgatory, as | had seen what they can do. On Sunglesoughthese souls for them to pray fervently

for our sick friend. On Monday thedandgemd passed. The boy was cur e
Readthisa nd wak e u p life ifwrote a Rriest | have geen many displays of generosity
by Catholics for the poor and needy, i n accor
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