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SACRED DECREE ON CANONIZATIONS

We, Peter 11, Sovereign Pontiff, Vicar of Christ, Successor of Saint Peter, Servant of the servants of God,
Patriarch of Palmar de Troya, de Gloria Ecclésie, Herald of the Lord God of Hosts, Good Shepherd of souls,
Aflame with the Zeal of Elias and Defender of the Rights of God and of the Church.

We, as Universal Doctor of the Church, by virtue of Our Apostolic Authority:

On the 30™ of September in the year 2017, 120" anniversary of the death of Saint Thérése of the Child
Jesus and of the Holy Face, in the Cathedral-Basilica of Our Crowned Mother of Palmar, We proceeded to
the Canonization of the following six Nuns, raising them to the Glory of the Altars:

Mother Agnes of Jesus (in the world, Marie Pauline Martin). Declared Venerable Servant of God on the
29" of September 2017.

Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart (in the world, Marie Louise Martin). Declared Venerable Servant of God
on the 29" of September 2017.

Sister Frances Teresa (in the world, Marie Leonie Martin). Declared Venerable Servant of God on the
29" of September 2017.

Sister Genevieve of the Holy Face (in the world, Marie Celine Martin). Declared Venerable Servant of
God on the 29" of September 2017.

Sister Mary of the Eucharist (in the world, Marie Guerin). Declared Venerable Servant of God on the 29™
of September 2017.

Mother Genevieve of Saint Teresa (in the world, Clare Marie Radegundes Bertrand). Declared Venerable
Servant of God on the 29" of September 2017.

With great jubilation, we communicate to all the faithful of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic and
Palmarian Church the happiest event of the elevation to the Glory of the Altars of these six Saints, so that you
imitate their heroic virtues and invoke them in your needs:

Saint Agnes of Jesus, pray for us!
Saint Mary of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
Saint Frances Teresa, pray for us!
Saint Genevieve of the Holy Face, pray for us!
Saint Mary of the Eucharist, pray for us!
Saint Genevieve of Saint Teresa, pray for us!
We now give a brief biographical sketch:
1.- Saint Agnes of Jesus (Marie Pauline Martin)
On the 7™ of September 1861, Marie Pauline Martin came into this world at the home of her parents Saint

Louis Joseph Martin and Saint Celia Martin née Guerin, in Alengon, Normandy, France. At the birth of each
of her children, Celia prayed: “Lord, give this child the Grace to be consecrated to Thee, and that nothing
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harm the purity of her soul. If she were to be lost, | would prefer that you take her home to Thyself without
delay.” Little Marie Pauline was very like her mother, both in personality as well as in appearance. She was
the second daughter of Louis and Celia. Her baptism took place the following day when Marie Pauline was
taken in her mother’s arms to Saint Peter’s Cathedral.

Marie Pauline’s mother used to go to Mass every day. Before attending Mass she would first pray
reverently before the image of Our Lady. Modest at heart, Celia entreated Our Lady that each of the children
God had granted to herself and her husband might become saints in the future. She also asked Our Lady that
her children might be more reverent towards God than she was herself.

From very young, Marie Pauline had the same poor health as her elder sister Marie Louise. Though Marie
Pauline fell seriously ill with whooping cough, by many prayers and with her family at her side, the illness
soon disappeared. Marie Pauline was ever very affectionate towards her family and accompanied her
affection with a gentle angelical voice. Just through instinct she constantly
gave many kisses to her family, and even sent kisses to the images of Jesus
and Our Lady.

Louis and Celia took special interest in the upbringing of each of their
children. From the first moments of Marie Pauline’s life, her parents
corrected whatever she did wrong. They never allowed Marie Pauline to
get off scot-free if she did something wrong, even when she was very
small. Her mother already punished her at two years of age whenever she
was stubborn, which happened frequently, until the child overcame this.

Before Marie Louise and Marie Pauline went to bed, their parents
would read them the Lives of the Saints, promoting, instilling and
fostering in them the spirit of Faith, showing them that the things which
the world offered were quite simply vain. At times Celia took Marie
Louise and Marie Pauline to the Cathedral to pray before the Most Blessed
Sacrament.

Louis and Celia ever taught them the importance of “obeying through
love, always trying to make Jesus happy and, most important of all,
making little sacrifices for Him.” A small example of the way Marie Pauline made sacrifices: when her
sisters wanted to use something of hers, Celia told her to let them, so as to gain another pearl for her crown,
and lovingly Marie Pauline would obey.

Marie Pauline’s education began at home until the time came for a formal education. Her mother began to
make preparations so that she and Marie Louise might attend the boarding school of the Visitation in Le
Mans. That was the perfect place for the Martin daughters since Sister Mary Dositea, Celia’s sister, was there
to watch over them. Marie Pauline wrote years later: “If I had not had Marie Louise with me, | truly believe
that 1 would have died of sorrow, so dearly did | love my parents. But | did not cry on saying goodbye,
because Marie Louise cried enough for the two of us! | said to myself: enough for one to cry, mama and papa
would be sad if | cried as well.”

On the 2" of January 1873, Marie Louise and Marie Pauline were at home on holidays and their mother
gave birth to a daughter. On the following day they were able to see her: Marie Frances Thérese, though they
just called her Thérese.

Marie Pauline continued working hard to learn, studying her catechism with fervour, preparing for First
Holy Communion. She wanted to make every effort, full of meaning, for the time when she was to consecrate
herself to God. On the 2" of July 1874, at the Visitation in Le Mans, with a beautiful white dress and white
veil, Marie Pauline went up to the Altar to receive her First Communion. Her family prayed for her in the
Chapel. Later she wrote: “I think I made my First Communion very well: I was already thinking of becoming
a Nun.” And watching one of her schoolmistresses making a retreat prior to her religious profession, she
thought: “O how beautiful it is to become a Nun! When shall I make my retreat and at last become a Spouse
of Jesus?”” She thought of entering a Visitation convent.

Her mother wanted Marie Pauline to preserve her virginity. When smaller, her mother would sit her on her
knees and narrate to her the lives of the saints. One day she told her: “Only virgins can follow the way of the
spotless Lamb, Jesus, and they will be crowned with white roses while singing a song that others will not be
able to hear.” Marie Pauline declared to her mother that she never wanted to marry and would always be a
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virgin for Jesus. Louis and Celia wanted each of their children to consecrate themselves to God in the
religious life. Marie Pauline was the first of their daughters to show an interest in becoming a nun; and Celia,
seeing her daughter’s aspirations, began slowly to cultivate in her soul the desire of achieving them.

Marie Pauline learnt to sew and embroider, and had a passion for painting, using the attic as a studio; she
painted several watercolours which her father framed, and little miniatures as well. Like her mother she
showed great energy, and succeeded in doing much in a short time.

Soon, in October 1876, things began to go badly. It was Marie Pauline’s last year as a pupil at the
Visitation boarding school. By December it was known that her aunt, Sister Marie Dositea, who had
contracted tuberculosis, was very ill. It was a heart-rending experience for Marie Pauline to see her
“substitute mother” suffer so much from this illness, at that time fatal. Moreover, Marie Pauline learnt that
her mother had cancer. In January 1877, Celia went to see her sister for the last time, and also to console
Marie Pauline. She told her: “Be of good heart, my dear Marie Pauline, whatever God sends us, we should
accept. If I lose my dear sister, | will not cry for her but for myself. She will be happy; it will be we who will
suffer. But this suffering will be softened by her happiness.” On the 24" of February 1877, Marie Pauline’s
venerable aunt, Sister Mary Dositea, passed away.

After finishing her schooling, Marie Pauline spent her time with her mother, grievously ill with cancer,
trying to alleviate her sufferings. Her mother told her with a loving look: “Poor little soul! What a holiday for
you! And | was so happy to have you back at home for good! O my Marie
Pauline, you are my treasure. I know well that one day you will be a Nun.”
Celia’s physical pain from the cancer spread through her whole body. The
pain became unbearable, so that it was impossible for her to move an inch
without sobbing. As Marie Pauline sat beside her, the mother took her hand,
kissed it and with it pointed towards her sisters. Celia did this to show that
she was passing her whole motherly responsibility over to her. Celia’s painful
| exit from this world took place close to midnight on the 28" of August 1877.
On the 29" of August, the family accompanied their mother’s body to the
Cathedral and then to Our Lady’s cemetery in Alengon.

Family life returned to normal after moving to their new home in Lisieux.
Every morning Louis, Marie Louise and Marie Pauline attended Mass at the
Cathedral. Marie Pauline prepared her sister Thérése for school. Years later,
Thérese told her: “I often asked myself how you were able to bring me up
with so much loving kindness without spoiling me. You never allowed a
single fault of mine to slip by without a reprimand, and every complaint was truly deserved.” Thérése
reached the age for her first Confession. To prepare her, Marie Pauline had her examine her conscience every
day to see if she had committed some sin or not. Marie Pauline asked her to confess her sins to the Priest as
though she were speaking to God.

Marie Pauline continued painting her miniatures and portraits, admired by the family for their great detail.
She was also a good seamstress and made an alb with finely embroidered lace.

After five years at Les Buissonnets in Lisieux, it was time for Marie Pauline to respond to her calling to
the religious life. In February 1882, while praying before the image of the Virgin of Mount Carmel in the
Church of Saint James, Marie Pauline received the clear inspiration that she should become a Carmelite Nun
and not a nun of the Visitation as she had thought. Following this revelation, Marie Pauline began frequently
to visit the convent of the Carmelites in Lisieux, where she spoke to the Prioress about entering the Order.
Marie Pauline then had the difficult task of telling her father of her intentions. Worried about how he would
react, she told him when he had just finished praying. To her surprise, he took the news quite calmly. Her
father’s one worry was for his daughter’s health, given the austerity of the Carmelite Order. Though later that
day, he went up to her and said: “My Marie Pauline, I give you my permission to enter Carmel for your own
happiness, but do not think that it will be no sacrifice for me, for I love you dearly.”

On the 2" of October 1882, Marie Pauline entered the Carmelite convent as a postulant. On the 6" of
April 1883, Marie Pauline officially became a novice and received the new name of Sister Agnes of Jesus. In
her pretty bride’s dress of white satin and lace veil covering her head, accompanied by her father she went up
to the altar; the family sat close by in the Chapel. During her time in the noviciate, Sister Agnes of Jesus
learnt the devotion to the Holy Face of the Lord under the direction of the saintly Mother Genevieve of Saint
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Teresa, considered as the convent’s foundress. In the Carmelite convent of Tours, a Nun, Saint Mary Saint
Peter of the Holy Family, had received revelations on the mysteries of the Holy Face. After studying these
revelations, Mother Genevieve introduced the practice of this devotion into her own convent, a devotion
which Sister Agnes of Jesus faithfully followed. Later, when her sisters entered, she introduced this devotion
to them. Afterwards Saint Thérése said: “It was Mother Agnes of Jesus who unveiled to me the depths of the
treasures hidden in the Saviour’s Holy Face.”

Sister Agnes of Jesus took prayer as the pivot of her search to please God, allowing Him to reform her
heart. She did not use prayer for what she herself wanted but for what God wanted of her. As an act of
devotion to God, Sister Agnes of Jesus did many penances to save numerous souls. Her youthful talents for
painting miniatures continued in convent life. She painted religious figures
in quantity and images on cards and letters. She wrote admirable poetry
advocating unconditional love for God in order to stay faithful to Him.

On the 8™ of May 1884, Sister Agnes of Jesus made her religious
profession. Wearing the novice’s white veil and bearing a crown of roses
on her head, she entered the chapter room, knelt before the Prioress,
Mother Genevieve of Saint Teresa, and took her vows, with her Carmelite
sisters as witnesses. Later, her father told Sister Agnes of Jesus how very
proud of her he was and how thankful to God for having given her so lofty
a vocation. On the 16" of July 1884, the Martin family went to the
Carmelite Chapel to see the final ceremony of taking the habit. Marie
Pauline’s white veil was changed for a black one. A crown of roses was set
upon the black veil. Marie Pauline had taken the final steps to give her

\ whole life to God. The Martin family’s eldest daughter, her sister Marie
' Louise, entered the same convent on the 15" of October 1886. The two
sisters, previously inseparable when at boarding school, were together again.

Saint Thérése entered the convent on the 9" of April 1888. She was continually humiliated before the
other nuns by the Prioress, Mother Mary of Gonzaga, during her time in the noviciate, without there being
any reason to justify this. It hurt Sister Agnes of Jesus to see her sister treated unfairly, and she went up to the
prioress to speak to her of this. At all events, the prioress did not completely agree and replied to Sister
Agnes of Jesus saying: “Well, that is one of the disadvantages of having sisters... she has more pride than you
think and needs frequent humiliation.” Saint Thérése as well encouraged Sister Agnes of Jesus to use each
humiliation and physical suffering as a means for saving souls.

In January 1889, Sister Agnes of Jesus fell seriously ill. She often had severe headaches which made it
difficult for her to carry on with her duties, and made her feel sick. This greatly worried her sisters, who
endeavoured to watch over her closely, including when in retreat. Her sisters sent her little notes encouraging
her to bear her suffering for love of Jesus. Thérése wrote to her: “The little lamb entreats you not to leave for
Heaven. If your place there is already prepared, please wait for me so that we can go home together. | am
praying so that you stay longer here on earth, in exile.”

Sister Agnes of Jesus repeated to her sister the need to concentrate exclusively and solely on Jesus. Sister
Thérése replied and told her how grateful she felt towards her “substitute mother”, for it was she who had
taught her to love Jesus and seek Him alone. Sister Agnes of Jesus also taught Sister Thérése to be always
hidden and not set herself up as a light for others. We should seek Jesus for Him to be our sole source of
Light, and that He not allow us to say a word to get others to think better of us.

Mother Genevieve of Saint Teresa saw Sister Agnes of Jesus’ qualities of leadership. On her deathbed she
prophesied to her sister Carmelites that Sister Agnes’ public life as future prioress of the Carmel would soon
begin. On the 5™ of December 1891, Mother Genevieve’s soul went to Heaven.

Just as the foundress had foreseen, in February 1893, Mother Agnes of Jesus was elected Prioress of the
convent. But she was never known as “Mother Agnes” by her sister Carmelites; rather she was called “my
dear mother” or “little mother”, since Mother Agnes of Jesus was very slight and small of stature in
comparison with the rest of the Carmelite sisters. The previous prioress, Mother Mary of Gonzaga, made life
difficult for the new Prioress, but Mother Agnes of Jesus displayed the same calm towards her as towards the
rest of the Carmelite sisters. In each of these acts of humility, Saint Thérése saw the opportunity for Mother
Agnes of Jesus to gain pearls for her crown in Heaven. In December 1893, Mother Agnes of Jesus again fell
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ill. She used her suffering as the occasion for saving more souls. She soon recovered and went back to her
obligations as Prioress.

Louis Martin’s soul was closer to Heaven. Early in the morning of the 28" of July 1894, Louis passed
away. Marie Celine Martin, who had cared for him with great abnegation, then entered the Carmel of Lisieux
on the 14" of September 1894. Her sisters were very happy to receive her. She was given the name of Sister
Mary of the Holy Face, later changed to that of Sister Genevieve of the Holy Face.

Perhaps the most important of Mother Agnes of Jesus’ three years as
Prioress was the order she gave to Sister Thérése in December 1894 to write
down her childhood memories for her sisters. She obeyed in simplicity and
handed over notebooks filled with inspired pages to the Mother Prioress as a
gift for her Saint’s day in January 1896. But Mother Agnes did not read them
until two months later, and was moved at the treasure she had in her hands.
All Mother Agnes of Jesus’ teachings to Saint Therese were reflected in the
manuscript. Later she obtained permission from the following Mother
Prioress that Saint Thérése complete the account of her religious life, which
resulted in chapters IX and X of the “Story of a Soul”. At the prospect of the
immense good that the publication of this work would do, making God’s
Merciful Love better known, Mother Agnes confided her plan to Saint
Thérése, then moribund, who expressly told her: “You should revise
everything | have written. If you see anything that needs to be added or
removed, it will be as though I myself had done so. Remember this
afterwards, and have no scruples about it.”

The spiritual union between Mother Agnes of Jesus and Saint Thérése was very intimate. Without having
to say a word, everything was revealed to their souls. One day when Mother Agnes of Jesus entered the
infirmary, Saint Thérése told her how strong their union was: “Little Mother is my telephone, I only have to
prick up my ears when she comes, and | know everything.”

Mother Agnes of Jesus began to write down her conversations with Saint Thérése in a yellow notebook,
published in 1925 under the title of “Novissima Verba” or “Last conversations”. On attending her one day,
the moribund told Mother Agnes: “You have always acted that way with me... I can’t express my gratitude.”
And drying her eyes: “I am crying because I am so moved at everything you have done for me from
childhood. How very much | owe you! But when I am in Heaven | will tell the truth, 1 will tell the saints: it
was my little mother who gave me everything that pleases you in me.” And on other days: “You are always
here to console me... you fill my days with sweetness”; “you don’t know how much I love you, and | will
show it to you”; “you are my light”; “it was you who sowed the seed of confidence in my soul”; “T would like
to have you with me always, you are my sun”; “if you only knew all that you mean to me! only in Heaven
will you know what you are to me. You are a lyre, a song, even when you are silent”; and on the day of her
death: “The consolations you have given me are so great!” Mother Agnes of Jesus told her: “I will be your
herald; I will proclaim your heroic feats, | will try to get the world to love and serve God through all the
lights He has given you, lights which will never fade away.” The holy death of Sister Thérese of the Child
Jesus and of the Holy Face took place on the 30™ of September 1897.

Mother Agnes of Jesus convinced the Prioress at that time, Mother Mary of Gonzaga, to allow Saint
Thérése’s manuscripts to be published. On the following 30" of September, first anniversary of her death, an
edition of two thousand copies was printed; the first were sent to the Carmelite convents, according to custom
following the death of a religious. But the spark thus struck soon became a flame, and requests for the book
came from all parts, and a wave of devotion spread throughout the whole world.

Devotion to Saint Thérése and interest in her life grew, and with the passing years it became impossible
for Mother Agnes, again Prioress as from April 1902, to answer all the letters she received, sometimes
hundreds each day. With her great capacity she had energy enough to comply with the immense task of her
sister’s beatification and at the same time be a good prioress. One of her sister Carmelites wrote a letter to her
saying: “I find you so full of mercy that it seems to me that God could not add any more, oh how much I love
you!” At first sight her sisters saw the daily difficulties which Mother Agnes of Jesus faced both inside and
outside the convent. She had the twofold task of covering the needs of her sister Carmelites and those of the
numerous visitors. To deal with everything she always asked God for His help at each task, practising
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humility and simplicity. In a letter to Sister Frances Teresa, her sister, she told her: “I don’t know why my
sisters love me so. Ever since becoming prioress I haven’t needed to repeat anything.” And it was wholly for
love of God that she bore the heavy yoke of this work. Her prodigious activity covered everything with
impressive ease: the editions of publications related to Saint Thérese; numerous interviews with members of
the hierarchy; correspondence with many prelates in Rome, including Popes; countless letters from all parts
of the world. Then came the successive fruits: the declaration of heroic virtue (14" of August 1921),
beatification (29" of April 1923), and canonization (17" of May 1925). She wrote to Sister Frances Teresa
(Marie Leonie) towards the end of 1924: “The canonization will be on the 17" of May. What great things we
are seeing! But as for me, however greater they are, the more 1 love littleness, the more I repeat Jesus’ words
to myself: ‘Learn from Me, who am meek and humble of heart, and you shall find rest for your souls.” O
what a sublime truth! We will never have any true deep joy without humility!”

A Priest writer went to visit Sister Frances Teresa at her Visitation convent in Caen, and asked her about
the sanctity of Mother Agnes of Jesus: “Do you believe that Mother Agnes of Jesus is a Saint?” Without
doubting for a moment, she backed up his opinion regarding her sanctity affirming: “I do not think that there
IS any superioress so highly esteemed.” The Priest wrote: “Saint Thérése owes much of her sanctity to her
holy parents, and to Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart and Mother Agnes of Jesus, her holy sisters. | would not
be surprised if the Church were to declare them Saints.”

Pope Saint Pius XI honoured her by naming her life-long prioress on the 31 of May 1923. Though
Mother Agnes of Jesus at first felt overcome by the honour and responsibility, she accepted saying: “Let it be
as the Holy Father wishes, | am a Carmelite Nun and will obey.”

On many occasions the Holy See entrusted grievous and apparently lost cases to the prayers of the Lisieux
Carmel for the intercession of Saint Thérése. And Mother Agnes of Jesus’ zeal sought out solutions which
were received in Rome with great pleasure. Thus she won the esteem of Pope Saint Pius X1 and also of Pope
Saint Pius XII, who almost always answered her in his own writing.

During the Second World War, Lisieux was occupied by the Nazis, and in June 1944 was bombarded by
the allied forces. This military action destroyed Lisieux’s two main churches besides two monasteries. The
area around the Carmelite convent was set on fire and the life of the Community was in danger. Mother
Agnes had to abandon the building, and together with her community sought refuge in the Basilica. After two
days of bombardment, and more than 700 dead, all the Carmelite nuns returned to the convent alive. On
seeing the world again in 1944, Mother Agnes and her sister beheld with pain that the modest dresses of
times previous to their entry into the convent were no longer worn, and that there was no dignity in the way
people dressed.

As sisters, relations between Mother Agnes of Jesus and Sister Genevieve of the Holy Face were very
close. Following the death of Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart and of Sister Francis Teresa, Saint Thérése’s
legacy was in their hands. They went on working fervently on books and illustrations, and depended ever
more on one another.

When 1949 came, Mother Agnes of Jesus contracted a lung infection. She realized that she was no longer
the strong woman of other times. She was 87 years of age and depended on others for many manual tasks.
Sister Genevieve of the Holy Face, always at her side, helped her in such a way that Mother Agnes of Jesus
became totally dependant on her. Mother Agnes of Jesus accepted this as God’s will and sought in Him her
inspiration and peace. Even in the midst of her sufferings, she was still so very sweet and serene, completely
abandoned in God.

Towards the middle of July 1951, at almost ninety years of age, it became evident that only a few days
remained to her on earth. She lapsed into a coma and received Extreme Unction every day. On the 28" of
July 1951, moments before her death, she recovered consciousness, and with a look embraced all her sister
religious, who were praying invocations, ending with: “Saint Thérése, help me, come and take me”. At that
moment the soul of Mother Agnes of Jesus flew to her Creator.

Among the thousands of letters and telegrams received in the Lisieux Carmel, was the following letter,
signed by the Pope himself: “Having heard with pain the news of the death of our dearest daughter, Agnes of
Jesus, we commend the soul of your venerated Prioress to Divine Mercy, through the intercession of the
Saint of whom she was both sister and mother, and We grant to Sister Genevieve of the Holy Face and to all
the Nuns, our Apostolic Blessing. Pius PP XII.”



Declared Venerable Servant of God on the 29" of September 2017 and canonized on the 30" of
September 2017 by His Holiness Pope Peter I11.

2.- Saint Mary of the Sacred Heart (Marie Louise Martin)

Marie Louise Martin was born in Alencon, Lower Normandy, France, on the 22" of February 1860. Marie
Louise was the first of the nine children born to Saint Louis Joseph Martin and Saint Celia Martin née
Guerin. They named their daughter Marie in honour of Our Lady. Four of the nine children died at an early
age, five daughters surviving: Marie Louise, Marie Pauline, Marie Leonie, Marie Celine and Marie Frances
Thérése. Marie Louise was baptized in February 1860. Her spirit was strong and valorous, but Marie
Louise’s temperament was direct and frank. Her family gave her the nickname “the gipsy”, thus praising her
grace and her art in winning others to her cause; though years later her father referred to her as his dear
“Diamond”. Marie Pauline, the second daughter, was born on the 7" of September 1861.

Louis and Celia took a special interest in the upbringing of each of their children. The saintly mother
taught Marie Louise and Marie Pauline how to pray to God. Every morning and every night, their mother
knelt with them beside their beds, and together they said their prayers to God. Before Marie Louise and
Marie Pauline went to bed, their parents read them Lives of the Saints.
Saint Celia and Saint Louis promoted, instilled and fostered their spirit of
Faith, showing them that the things which the world offered them were
quite simply empty. At times, Celia took Marie Louise and Marie Pauline
to the Cathedral to pray before the Most Blessed Sacrament. Louis and
Celia always taught them the importance of obeying through love, that
they should always try to make Jesus happy, and most important, make
little sacrifices for Him.

In October 1868, Marie Louise entered the boarding school of the
Visitation in Le Mans (France) at the age of eight. Her beloved aunt, Sister
Mary Dositea (Saint Celia’s sister) taught at the boarding school, and it
was she who gave her spiritual and moral advice during her life as pupil at
the boarding school, and on falling sick, Marie Louise prayed constantly to

: Saint Joseph to intercede in her aunt’s cure, and did not resign herself by
thinking that her death would be God’s will, rather sought to change it. On the 2" of July 1869, Marie
Louise’s prayers were heard, and Sister Mary Dositea, who lived seven more years, was witness to her First
Communion. This was one of the happiest days in Marie Louise’s life, who at that time was already living in
intimate union with Jesus Christ. When the day was over, she began to lament that everything had happened
so quickly. Marie Louise’s mother wrote to Sister Mary Dositea: “Marie Louise seems timid and reserved,
but beneath her timidity there is a heart of gold.” In 1869, Marie Louise received Confirmation, adopting the
name of Josephine in thanksgiving to Saint Joseph for her aunt’s cure. Marie Louise and her sister Marie
Pauline sang in the Church, and she always stood out in her family for her beautiful voice.

In the year 1873, Marie Louise contracted typhus, and was sent home from the Visitation boarding school.
The illness was long, with several relapses. On the 5™ of May 1873, after almost three weeks of pain, her
father Saint Louis went almost thirty kilometres on foot in pilgrimage to a church, praying and fasting for her
cure, in a valorous effort to save her life. Her parents watched over her throughout her grievous illness.
During the time of her illness, her mother told her: “It may be that one day you shall have to take charge of
your little sisters and of the house, after my death.”

Marie Louise’s mother, Saint Celia, decided to speak to her on the possibility of entering into marriage,
which displeased her greatly. Marie Louise told her mother that she would never marry, and entreated her to
speak no more of the matter.

Marie Louise and two other sisters went together with their mother on a last pilgrimage to visit Our Lady
of Lourdes, to ask for the cure of Celia’s breast cancer. But the cancer was not to be cured. Marie Louise
promised her mother that she would take care of her sisters. Her mother told her: “Keep on dedicating
yourself increasingly to your sisters. I think that on observing you, they will have a good model to imitate.”
Marie Louise was 17 years old when her mother died, on the 28" of August 1877. Celia’s body was watched
by family and friends, and on several occasions Marie Louise felt the need to be beside her mother, and said:
“I don’t get tired of looking at her. She seems twenty years old. | thought that she was beautiful. | had a
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supernatural feeling when beside her. | felt that she had not really died, but that she was more alive than
ever.”

Following Celia’s death, the family moved to Lisieux, in November 1878, to be closer to their mother’s
relations, the Guerin family. The whole family continued to take part in acts of charity towards the needy,
now of Lisieux. Beggars went up to their home to ask for food, clothing and money; and the family continued
offering help not only to those who came to their home, but visited those who could not get about. Marie
Louise made the following reflection: “How I want to save souls! But to do so, I have to become a saint,
since only the saints master their own hearts.”

Just as Marie Louise promised her mother, she took charge of household
duties, and helped her aunt with the business accounts, while her younger
sisters went to school. During this time, Marie Louise accompanied her father
on several journeys to Paris, to close Celia’s lace business, as also to attend
Mass during Holy Week. Marie Louise and her family went on different
pilgrimages to sacred places in France during her childhood.

Marie Louise supervised her sisters’ upbringing, giving them a good
example to follow, concerning herself with them in a constant and loving
way. Marie Louise asked the Lord that her sisters might serve Him alone.
Years later, Saint Thérése said: “I felt that Marie Pauline and Marie Louise
were the most tender and sacrificed of mothers.” Marie Louise constantly
trusted in her holy mother’s intercession in Heaven in order to care for her
sisters, as she wrote to her father: “I trust more in my holy mother’s
protection than in my own poor efforts, in order to complete properly the
formation of my poor sisters.” She used examples from everyday life to
enlighten her sisters regarding the virtues for leading a life in Christ.

Thus Marie Louise would say: “Look at shopkeepers, all the problems they have to earn their living, while
we can amass treasures for Heaven without all those problems; we just need to gather up diamonds with a
rake.” Marie Louise would sit Marie Celine and Thérése on her knees and read them spiritual books and give
them instructions, especially trying to infuse into their souls the happiness of living in God’s love. She taught
them how to obtain sanctity by being faithful in the littlest things. Saint Thérese described Marie Louise and
her teachings thus: “I believe that her great and generous spirit has passed on to mine. As old warriors taught
their sons the art of battle, she taught me life’s combats, awakening my enthusiasm and directing me to the
glorious palm. Marie Louise also spoke of the immortal riches we can so easily amass every day, also on the
misfortune of treading them underfoot when all we have to do is bend down to collect them. | lamented at
being the only one to hear her profound teachings, | was convinced that even the greatest sinners would be
converted if they were able to hear her, and that on abandoning their perishable riches, they would seek only
those of Heaven.” Marie Louise taught them self-dominion and the supernatural spirit of sacrifice. Marie
Louise also told stories to interest her sisters in saving souls. She had a “mother’s heart”, as her sisters felt;
she explained that the way to become holy is by being faithful in little things. Marie Louise had a
presentiment that God would care for her sisters as little children, instead of leading them by the way of
suffering.

As Marie Pauline entered the Carmelite convent in Lisieux in October of the year 1882, one of Marie
Louise’s tasks was to prepare her sister Thérése for her First Communion, so that she constantly helped her to
understand the Catechism. Marie Louise wanted to serve God by becoming a Nun, but she had reserves about
enclosure. She hoped for a sign from Heaven before entering the convent, despite everyone telling her that
she would receive no such sign. When twenty-two years of age, Marie Louise met Father Almire Pichon,
after he had celebrated Mass. She confided to him her desire to become a Nun and of her doubts regarding
total commitment. He asked her to write out a list with all her opinions regarding the religious life and why
she did not feel ready to serve Him as a Nun. Marie Louise wrote eight pages with her thoughts and went
through them with Father Pichon for an hour, following which she felt as though “trapped in the nets of
divine mercy”, and took the decision to serve God as a Nun. This was the sign she had sought for, and said:
“Jesus has looked upon me with special love.” On the 25" of March 1885, Marie Louise took a private vow
of chastity. Marie Louise soon confessed to her father Saint Louis that she wanted to enter Carmel, which at
first deeply saddened him. After embracing her, he said: “God could not have asked a greater sacrifice of me.

8



| believed that you would never forsake me.” Marie Louise prepared Marie Celine to take charge of the home
and of her little sister.

On the 15" of October 1886, Marie Louise entered the Carmelite convent of Lisieux at 26 years of age.
There she received the name of Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart. In February 1887, before her profession, she
received a letter from Saint Thérese: “Dear sister, you cannot image how much I love you and how much
happiness | desire for you here on Earth. You are dear to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, whose beloved spouse
you will soon become.” On the 19" of March 1887, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart received the habit.
Thérése as well entered the same Carmelite convent on the 9™ of April 1888.

On the 22" of May 1888 she made her profession, and Saint Thérése placed a crown of roses on her head.
Her final profession meant “a confirmation of the eternal crown awaiting her in Heaven”. Sister Mary of the
Sacred Heart thanked her father for the gifts he had made to the Carmelite convent, promising him that she

would not defraud him: “O you, the best of fathers, who give to God all

the hope of your old age without counting the cost. Yours is the glory,

imperishable glory. Yes, beloved father, we shall glorify you, as you

deserve to be glorified, by becoming Saints. You deserve no less than
that.”

In December 1894, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart proposed to Mother

Agnes of Jesus that she ask Saint Thérese, their sister, to write down her

childhood memoirs. Saint Thérése began her manuscript in January 1895,

and gave it to the Mother Superior one year later. In 1895, Saint Thérese

approached Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart and asked her if she wanted to

become a “victim of God’s Merciful Love”. Her first instinct was to reject

this request, telling her: “Of course not, since if I offer myself as victim,

God will take me at my word, and | greatly fear suffering. Besides, far

from inspiring me, I have always felt rejection at the word victim.” But

shortly after Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart had turned down the petition,

Saint Thérése explained to her that when one offers oneself as victim of

God’s love, it is different from surrendering to His Justice: “It does not

always mean an increase in suffering but gives you the capability of loving

God more.” Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart was convinced and made the “Offering to God’s Merciful

Love”, and found her vocation, which was Love. In the coming years, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart

dedicated herself to the widespread group of friends and benefactors of the Carmel. She showed herself to be

one of the most ardent apostles of the Act of Offering. Every time she could, she recommended the “Offering
of Love” to all those to whom she wrote.

Between the 8" and the 17" of September 1896, she asked Saint Thérése to write another manuscript on
her “closeness to God”. Saint Thérése accompanied her manuscript with a letter in which she expressed the
influence of Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart in her life: “This child, whom you offered to Our Lord, and who
addresses you this evening, is one who loves you as a child loves her mother... O dear sister, you want to
know the secrets which Jesus confided to your little sister; nonetheless, I realize that He confides in you, for
you taught me to gather up the divine instructions.” She also wrote: “How happy we are to understand Jesus’
secrets! If you were to write down all that you know of them for me, what wonderful pages we would read.
But I know that you prefer to keep the King’s secrets to yourself. You told me that it is “honourable to
confess and reveal God’s works”, yet I believe you are right to keep silent, since it is impossible to express
Heaven’s secrets in words of this earth.”

Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart filled different posts in the convent: assistant nurse, gardener, in charge of
the refectory, procurator, treasuress, from 1894 to 1933. She also had the task of initiating the new postulants
into the Carmelite life. Despite the four sisters being in the Carmelite convent they had very little time to be
together, dedicated as they were to the needs of the other nuns.

In 1915, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart wrote to Sister Frances Teresa (Marie Leonie) in Caen: “I
suppose that when we are in Heaven and think of earthly life, it will all seem to us like a dream, a bad night
in a bad hostel. Yes, that is our life here below, and like you I feel full of courage to climb the mountain of
perfection, as | well know that Jesus will take me into His arms, if I place all my trust in Him.”



Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart had rheumatoid arthritis, and from April in the year 1923, her arthritis
attacked the muscles and greatly restricted her ability to lead a normal life. As her illness worsened in the
course of the year, she was confined to a bed in the infirmary, having to be moved about in a wheelchair. Her
inability to move about was the worst penance for her, as she did not want to give work to others and was
very independent. She had that illness for 26 years.

Towards the end of 1924, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart fell seriously ill with pneumonia, to the point
that her sisters thought that she would die. She knew that she would not die, but thought that her life from
then on would be much more difficult. On the 25" of January 1929, she was definitively transferred from her
cell to the infirmary; her legs and feet permanently swollen and plagued with ulcers for eleven years.

In her last years, when she could no longer bear the suffering, she would say: “Praying is the state of my
soul. I entreat God night and day: My God, help me! come swiftly and help me!” And to urge Him further,
would add: “Thou, who art my tender Spouse, have mercy upon me.” She always bore the salvation of souls
in mind, saying: “I am like someone chained up. I am chained and tied up;
my arms hurt me. But | offer it all up to the good God, so that some poor
soul may not be enchained and lost for all eternity.”

On the 8" of March 1937, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart received the
Sacrament of Extreme Unction. She knew that her time on earth was
ending and struggled with valour to offer up her suffering to save souls. In
June 1939, she wrote her last letter to Sister Frances Teresa (Marie
Leonie) in Caen: “We shall go together to Heaven, and the way is so long
that we will feel the effects of the journey. Who will be the first of the two
to enter? It will surely be me, the most ill. But | do not want to ask God for
that because now more than ever we have the opportunity to go on saving
souls. That is what gives value to pain, to carry on in the world a few years
more, if that be His Will.”

In 1939, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart caught a cold with a bad
cough, which ended up in pneumonia. She made her last Confession in the
second week of January 1940. On the 18™ of January 1940, sick, she seemed to be in a trance, speaking very
little but set on God and using her suffering to save souls.

She passed away on the 19" of January 1940. Her last words were: “I love Thee”, while kissing her
Crucifix. At 2,30 in the morning, while she renewed her Offering to Merciful Love, reciting the Our Father
and the Hail Mary, she fixed her eyes on Our Lady of the Smile, the image that had smiled on her sister Saint
Thérese, inclined her head and died. She was 79 years old.

Once the Community had left the infirmary, her sisters prepared the body for burial. Mother Agnes of
Jesus found the letter she had written to her. While sobbing beside Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart’s body,
Mother Agnes of Jesus opened the letter and read it out loud. It said that she would spend her eternity making
God known by many, “eternity is not long enough for us to comprehend God’s infinite goodness, His infinite
power and His infinite mercy, His infinite love for us. These are our eternal delights, of which we shall never
tire. Our heart is made to understand them and be nourished by them. My one desire is to lose myself in
Him.”

On the 23" of January 1940, the remains of Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart were laid in the tomb. She
had lived in the convent for 53 years, attaining great sanctity. She never saw the outside world again after
entering the convent. Her death, like her life, was very simple and very holy. She exchanged her love of
freedom for love of service: “I have found Jesus inside these four walls, and finding Him, | have found
Heaven.” Worn out, left without strength by rheumatism and restricted by pain, up till the end she retained
her exceptional courage together with her ingenious originality, without pretences, and her passion for souls.
She died happy, having spent her life deeply in love.

Declared Venerable Servant of God on the 29" of September 2017 and canonized on the 30" of
September 2017 by His Holiness Pope Peter IlI.

3.- Saint Frances Teresa (Marie Leonie Martin)
Marie Leonie was the third daughter born to Saint Louis Joseph Martin and Saint Celia Martin née Guerin,
and came into this world on the 3" of June 1863. Her proud parents called her Marie Leonie, giving her first
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name, as with all their children, in honour of Our Lady. They also gave the name “Joseph” to their sons in
honour of Saint Joseph.

The Martins’ family home at that time was in the Pont-Neuf street of Alencon, in Normandy, France.
Louis, the father, was a watchmaker and Celia, the mother, made lace. In that same month of June, the Martin
family took their newborn daughter to the Cathedral to be baptized.

From the start of her life, Marie Leonie had bad health. At nine months of age, she had whooping cough.

After surviving this illness, she had measles which caused severe convulsions owing to the high fever. Her
parents were very worried fearing that the girl might not survive her first birthday. Celia then wrote to Sister
Mary Dositea, her sister, who was a nun at the Visitation convent in Le Mans. Sister Mary Dositea wrote
suggesting the possibility of a novena to the then Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque. Celia prayed the novena,
saying: “If Marie Leonie is going to be a saint one day, then cure her.” Louis, Marie Leonie’s father, began a
pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Seas, entreating the cure of his daughter. After the novena, Marie Leonie was
3\\ cured and never had any other serious illness during her childhood.
L During her childhood, Marie Leonie had serious behavioural
'\ difficulties when preparing for school. Her parents worked tirelessly to
control her strong character and rebellious nature, helping her to
concentrate on her studies. When Marie Leonie was old enough to go to
school, Celia wanted to send her as a boarder to the Visitation school in Le
Mans, where her two elder sisters were already studying. After attempting
this on two occasions without any success owing to the Mother Superior’s
refusal, Celia decided to ask for help from Sister Mary Dositea, her sister,
by whose intercession the Mother Superior admitted Marie Leonie on trial,
in so far as she was able to adapt herself to boarding school discipline.
Sister Mary Dositea gave special attention to Marie Leonie while at the
Visitation boarding school, helping her in her studies. Nonetheless, she
had no success in the case of mathematics, the most difficult subject for
Marie Leonie. Despite her good nature, Marie Leonie resisted every
attempt made to teach her, reaching the extreme of having to be sent back home.

In January 1874, Celia once more tried to send her back with the object that she learn Catechism and be
able to receive her First Communion, trusting her expressly to the care of her sister. Sister Mary Dositea,
using her strong character, tried to control Marie Leonie, but without success, and, on seeing the poor results,
changed her tactic, appealing to Marie Leonie’s good heart.